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The following comments are made on behalf of Sussex Wildlife Trust in relation to the 
Chichester District Draft Local Plan Key Policies.

Policy 6 – Neighbourhood development plans.
We would like to see wording in this policy to encourage and support Neighbourhood Plans to 
contribute and enhance Chichester District's green infrastructure strategy at a local level. We attach 
Sussex Wildlife Trust's general advice on matters relating to biodiversity in Neighbourhood Plans.

Policy 8 – Transport and Accessibility
We would like to emphasise the importance of adequate support to enable public rights of way to 
support sustainable modes of transport throughout the district. This could also contribute to and 
enhance the green infrastructure network.

Policy 9 - Development and Infrastructure Provision 
Given the emphasis on the importance of green infrastructure within the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) this policy should show an expectation on development to directly contribute to this 
multi-functional delivery approach. There is no specific mention of green infrastructure in the criteria 
that development is expected to meet.

Policy 10 – Environment Strategy
Sussex Wildlife Trust is encouraged to see this over-arching policy. This policy would be strengthened 
by the inclusion of cross boundary working in this policy with respect to biodiversity to recognise
paragraph 117 of the NPPF "To minimise impacts on biodiversity and geodiversity planning policies 
should plan for biodiversity at a landscape scale across local authority boundaries".

Policies 11- 26
Sussex Wildlife Trust would like to draw attention to Paragraph 157 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework ( NPPF) which states that “Crucially, Local Plans should : identify land where development 
would be inappropriate, for instance because of its environmental or historic significance; and contain a 
clear strategy for enhancing the natural, built and historic environment…..”.

Section 7.23 of the Chichester District Draft Local Plan Key Policies; clearly states that maps of the 
strategic site including green infrastructure links will be included when the sites are confirmed. Further 
to this section 19.55 reports that Council is currently identifying and mapping components of the local 
ecological networks, including sites designated for wildlife, priority habitats and wildlife corridors an the 
stepping stones that connect them. Allocation of strategic areas for development and strategic delivery 



policies should be informed by data related to the functioning of ecological networks at a landscape 
scale and underpinned by up to date, site specific data.

This would be inline with the guidance within the NPPF.
“Set out a strategic approach in their Local plans, planning positively for the creation, protection, 
enhancement and management of networks of biodiversity and green infrastructure.” Para 114

“Planning policies and decisions should be based on up-to-date information about the natural 
environment and other characteristics of the area……..” paragraph 165.

We have not researched the process undertaken to identify allocations in this document but it should 
take account of the NPPF and duties under section 40 of NERC Act, 2006.

Policy 27 – Existing Employment Sites
Sussex Wildlife Trust suggests the policy includes the impact on the ecological functioning of the
landscape as well as character. 

Policy 31 – Built Tourist Accommodation
While this policy encourages minimising the impact on the environment, there is scope to include
enhancements. This would be in line with the NPPF “Opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in and 
around developments should be encouraged” paragraph 118.

Policy 33 – Horticultural Development 
Horticultural Development Areas may need to be considered in line with the CDC emerging green 
infrastructure strategy to avoid impact on the functionality of the landscape for biodiversity and seek 
opportunities to deliver multiple gains. We encourage CDC to include no adverse impact on the
ecological functioning of the landscape to this policy. 

Policy 34 – New Development
This policy would be strengthened by the requirement to meet all criteria. The inclusion of a sentence 
highlighting that planning permission will be granted only where up to date environmental data is 
submitted with the application would further strengthen it. 
“Planning policies and decisions should be based on up-to-date information about the natural 
environment and other characteristics of the area……..” NPPF paragraph 165.

In addition we would like to see a policy from CDC reflecting Paragraph 53 of the NPPF, which states 
that:
“Local authorities should consider the case for setting out policies to resist inappropriate development 
of residential gardens, for example where development would cause harm to the local area.”

Policy 38 – Housing for Agricultural and other Rural Workers 
Sussex Wildlife Trust would like to suggest the inclusion of the term 'priority habitats' within bullet point 
5 of this policy. This would bring the policy in line with NPPF guidance from paragraph 118, which 
states that;
“Planning permission should be refused for developments resulting in the loss or deterioration of 
irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland and the loss of aged or veteran trees found outside 
ancient woodland unless the need for, and benefits of, the development in that location clearly 
outweighs the loss”.

Policy 40 – Transport, Accessibility and Parking 
We support the need for developments to be accessible by modes of transport other than a private car.
To further adhere to the guidance within the NPPF, “planning policies should protect and enhance 
public rights of way and access….” paragraph 75.



Policy 41 – Carbon Reduction Policy 
Natural England is developing climate change vulnerability modelling that will advise local authorities
on how best to mitigate the impact of climate change on sites and habitats across landscape units. This 
could be used with local data sets, available from Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre.

Policy 42 – Off-site Renewable Energy 
There should also be recognition that this policy may be a cross boundary issue and as such, Sussex 
Wildlife Trust feels that the impact on landscape function as well as character should be included in this 
policy. The NPPF states that:
“Local planning authorities will be expected to demonstrate evidence of having effectively cooperated 
to plan for issues with cross boundary impacts when their local plans are submitted for examination” 
Paragraph 181.

Policy 45 – Development in the Countryside
Wording to consider the biodiversity value of any sites being considered for development in the 
countryside would help to conform to paragraph 118 of the NPPF, which states that:
"Planning permission should be refused for any developments resulting in the loss or deterioration of 
irreplaceable habitats..."

Policy 46 – Alterations, change of use and or Re- use of Existing Buildings in the Countryside.
We would like to see this policy show a stronger recognition of protected and priority species and 
habitats. We suggest that the policy includes wording to encompass potential issues arising from 
alterations to buildings that may affect protected species; bats for example. 

Policy 48 – Natural Environment 
Sussex Wildlife Trust welcomes the inclusion of a policy on the natural environment. This policy could 
be strengthened considerably if all the criteria 'must be met' rather than 'have been considered'.

Policy 49 – Biodiversity 
This policy could be strengthened considerably if all the criteria 'must be met' rather than 'have been 
considered'. We would welcome the inclusion of the term 'net gains' within this policy to reflect the 
NPPF guidance which states that:
“The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by:
Minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity where possible, contributing 
to the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity” paragraph 109.

Policy 50 – Development and Disturbance of Birds in Chichester and Langston Harbours
We are pleased to see the importance of the SPA being recognised in this policy and would encourage 
the Council to consult interested parties should any proposals come forward within the 7km zone.

Policy 51 Green Infrastructure
With green infrastructure so embedded in the NPPF guidance, we are please to see the inclusion of a 
green infrastructure policy. This policy could be strengthened considerably if all the criteria 'must be 
met' rather than 'have been considered'. Bullet point 6 refers to dissection of linear networks, we feel 
that the wording is too specific and should cover other features - or some explanation of what this 
means.

Policy 52 District Canals 
Sussex Wildlife Trust is disappointed to see that importance of canals to wildlife has not been identified
within this policy. The wildlife value of the canals and particularly their functionality within an ecological 
network needs to be protected and enhanced.

Policy 53 – Open Space Sport and Recreation 
We are pleased to see recognition of the importance of biodiversity within this policy. We would 
suggest that CDC seek all opportunities to enhance the natural environment through these facilities as 
a multi-beneficial component of the green infrastructure network. 



Policy 54 – Equestrian Development 
Sussex Wildlife Trust feels that this policy needs to address the function of the landscape potentially 
being impacted upon by equestrian development. In addition wording to ensure there are no adverse 
impacts on biodiversity would also be welcome.

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this consultation. please do contact us if you would like 
further information.

Yours sincerely

Janyis Watson 
Head of Conservation  


